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REPORT oF TIE PEESIDEE .

OF THE AVERICAN TNIVERSITY AT CAIRC

TO THE BCARD OF TRUSTELS
For the year 195030

The safe completlon of the yoar 1935-30 1s a rreat reassurance for the
future of the American University at Cairé, for it may be ressonably inferred
that 1if the insbibubtion could survive the limitetions snd difficulties which be-
sot it during that year, it can weather any diffisulbies that are likely to arise
in the future. Tor our encouragement it is worth while to enumerate the difli-
sulties. The firsh was financiel: the more gencrous provision promised by the
Prustecs for 1936-37 was not yet even in sight. The institubion had o be cpor-
ated upon the same restricted budget whtoh had heen imposed upon it four yoars
apo through the necessities of the grogt Depression, bub the pressure for ampler
réscurces had become more scube because in Byypt itselfl rocovery had elready set
sn. The second limitation was in persommel. From the staff which had been ale
most cut in half four years afo, btwo key men had to be roleased because of {fur-
lough requirements; cne of these, ¥r. Wendell Cleland, narrowly escaping a physical
broecdomn before he lefd. Simultencously cccurred the illness of Mr. MoQuiston
imposing & heavy strein of anxiely and sympathy upon all as he slowly yielded Lo
dysentery and passed asway on December 15, 1835. In the absence ol Hr, Gleland,
r. Vollenshan had to ecarry a considerable burden of supervision for the Division
of Trbension in addition to his own work in the Sehool of Orientel Stulies. The
President had o teke on the dubies ol the Dursar and also teach three pericds a
woel: for the Uollege. Dean Gall hed v&ryg@eavy extra Purdens leid on him in ro-
organizing Mr. MeQuiston's work and in making use of insxperienced new resruits
while he himself had %o carry a full helf schedule of teaching on top of admin-

1gbrative duties, Dr. Amir Dekbor had to carry almost single handed the burdens

of the Journal and the organiration of the Department of Eduesbion. The third
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limitetion was the political situation. The Italian-Abyssinien war, the threat
of war between Britaln and Itaely, the death of King Fuad, the return of Prince
Ferouk from England to Egypb, the downfall of the Nessim Ministry, the national-
istic demonstrations of students in the strests, for the most part in cur séution
of the eity, at one time brealdng through our front pate, oreated such a feeling
of unrest, broke up many College classes for days on end and interfersd with
public lectures that had been scheduled, so that ocur ﬂntire inﬂtitutioﬁ rooked

like & ship at sea and all hands had to be called out for emergency duty.

Fo wonder we are thanlktful that the vear is over. We are all alive.
There hae been same damage to the health of the personnel; there has been some
serious impairment to our sbtanderds and records; bub the pale is over, we hopes
the institublon has survived end wo now can oount with pgratitulle God's divine

mercies to us and the results of cur year's efforts.

Host important to note is the fact that nons of the disburbances mentioned
represented any hosbility bto our imstitubion. Indeed the entirs year was marked by
good will on the yart of the public toward us, culminating in a University Comence-
ment which pave us, as an official proof of such pood will, the presonse in our
audlience of the President of the Egyptien Semate, the President of the EBpyptian
House of Deputies, the last Prinme Hinister, three menmbers of the present Cabinet,

& dozen ex-Ministers, nobt 4o mention inmnumerable notebles of other sorts. Vhen
one's building is full to the limit of its 1150 seats and some 300 more peopls are
standing in the aisles or seated on steps, vhat further proof can one offer of

good relations with the public. In the section of this fleport which deals with

the Division of Exbension, further testimony is presented as to the Bgyptian public's

appreciation of cur work.




But this Report must rise above the mere level of an ordinary Ammual
Report. Recent events culminating in a Treaty between Grest Britein and Egypt
heve ushered in s new epoch in the life of Egypt. The eountry is to be in a
reel sense independent. With a ropidity that wo shall have diffioulty to keep
pace with, Egypt is changing. With the change in its political and natiomal
status, there are coming changes in Eiypt's whole mentality and life: changes
in legislation and authority, in natiomal attitudes end awbitions. The American
University at Cairo and its Trusbees must face this new situation and ploet oub
their course with foresight and wisdam. The problems so far as we may forscast
them now will be presenbed in the latter part of this Ragert.ﬁf%gv%ﬁil firet ro-

view the work of 195636 by departments, as a hisborioal record, as has been

done in the past.

1. The College of Arts snd Sciences

As hes been mentioned, the year was one of troublescme inberruptions

and strain. The student demonstrations in the streets affected the Collepe more
seriously than any other department hecause they shallenged the College students

to strike or carry the odiwm of boing unpabriotic. AL times we wished we were on

8 back street or behind high walls instead of on an cpen campus along one of Cairo's
main boulevards. Our policy had throee points: (1) classes go on whether thers

are students or not; (2) students who fesl they must demonstrate must leave the
cempus and go oub en the street; (3) students whe thus leave will not be excused,
but will be reported to their parents as absent, For all that, soholastic standards

were lowered by these disturbances and the offects were seen at the end of the year

in 2 bad record of scholastice failures,




